
 

Minutes Regular Council Meeting 
Held Monday June 13th, 2022, at 7:30 p.m. 

 
 
The regular meeting of council was held Monday June 13th, 2022, at 7:30 pm with 
Mayor Gordon presiding. In attendance were Councillor O’Brien, Councillor 
Adams, Councillor Curtis, Councillor Williams, Deputy Mayor Duggan and CAO 
Donna Thomson. Jillian Trainor from the West Prince Graphic was also present. 
Councillor Murphy was not in attendance. Sgt Logan from the RCMP joined as the 
meeting was in progress. Also in attendance was Sharon Arsenault representing 
the TOPS group. 
 
Declaration of Conflicts of Interest 
Mayor Gordon called the meeting to order. He wen over the conflicts of interest, 
Councillor O’Brien for health and Councillor Williams for fire. 
 
Approval of Agenda 

Mayor Gordon called for a motion to approve the agenda. The motion was made 

by Councillor O’Brien and was seconded by Councillor Williams. The motion 

carried.  

Adoption of Minutes 

Mayor Gordon asked for a motion to adopt the minutes from the May 9th regular 

meeting of council. The motion was made by Councillor Adams, was seconded by 

Councillor Curtis and the motion carried. 

Business arising from the Minutes 

Mayor Gordon moved on to business arising from the minutes. Mayor Gordon 

advised Council that we were not successful in getting funding from the Municipal 

Strategic Component fund for the washroom at the ball diamond. The CAO said 

we could try Rural Growth Initiatives and apply for the replacement of lights to 



LED at the Fire Hall. Mayor Gordon called for a motion to apply to Rural Growth 

for these projects.  

June 13th, 2022 

Moved by Councillor: Deputy Mayor Duggan 

Seconded by Councillor: Councillor O’Brien 

All in Favour 

Whereas the Town strives to be an inclusive community; 

And whereas the washroom building at Memorial Field is not accessible; 

Be it resolved that the Town of Alberton seek funding to replace the existing 

building with a barrier free building. 

Whereas the Town of Alberton seeks to reduce our carbon footprint; 

And whereas LED lights mean fewer light bulbs required resulting in less disposal, 

and reduced contamination to our landfills; 

Be it resolved that the Town apply to Rural Growth Initiatives for the Fire Hall 

lighting to be changed to LED.  

 

Mayor Gordon announced we were successful in getting funding from the Active 

Transportation Fund  for an Active Transportation plan. He called for a motion to 

start a tender process for the development of an active transportation plan. The 

motion was made by Deputy Mayor Duggan, seconded by Councillor O’Brien and 

the motion carried. 

Mayor Gordon then advised that the fountain for the town pond had been 

ordered and should be delivered shortly. 

 Public Presentations 

Mayor Gordon called on Sharon Arsenault to speak.  Ms. Arsenault said she was 

here on behalf of the TOPS group. She explained that the group was wanting to 

be able to hold their meetings again in the Council room on Tuesday’s. She 

explained that with Covid, they had to suspend meeting at the hall and she noted 



the group was hopeful to resume. Mayor Gordon said he had talked it over with 

the CAO and office manager, and the decision was made to allow them to meet, 

but that they would need to use the outside door to the Council room to enter 

and leave, and not through the lobby. He explained that if the Council needed the 

room for any reason, their meeting would need to be rescheduled. Mayor Gordon 

asked the council their thoughts. No one had any objections. Ms. Arsenault left 

the meeting. 

Reading of Correspondence 

Mayor Gordon noted copies of the correspondence was in the Councillor 

packages. 

 



  



 

  



Committee Reports 

Town resident Kelly Rochford joined the meeting. 

Police Report – Councillor Curtis 

 

 



 

  



 

  



Fire Report -  none submitted 

Property Report –  

Mayor Gordon reported that PID 30783 – received a clean up notice on May 5th 

for work to be completed by June 1.  The property still has not been brought up to 

standards. we reached out to our legal team for options. Our legal counsel noted 

that the original violation allowed him 27 days to clean up, and it should have 

been for 30, 60 or 90.  They advised if there was no compliance at that time, we 

would have the authority to enter the property and have the necessary work 

completed and charge it to the owner, or put a lien on the property and order it 

vacated until it can be assessed for whether the property is in a condition that 

makes it hazardous or unsafe for the occupant. He asked Council to provide 

direction on the length of the order. Deputy Mayor Duggan noted that there was 

extensive work to be done and that 60 days would give the occupant more time 

to comply. 

He asked the CAO to have the Bylaw Enforcement officer write up a notice with 

60 days to comply. 

 

Mayor Gordon then asked Mr. Rochford if he would like to address the council. 

Mr. Rochford said he would like to address them. Mr. Rochford introduced 

himself and then read from a prepared statement. He said he wanted to discuss 

his overdue sewer bill. He said he had been into the town office in 2019 to discuss 

the bill. He said the interim CAO at that time was friendly and willing to help. He 

said at the second meeting with the CAO she was very confrontational. He said he 

told her he would not be back until someone could explain to him where his 

payments went. He said he was willing to pay $400 for the 2020 billing, and $400 

for his 2021 billings and $200 for the current 2022 bill. He said he was not paying 

any interest at all. With the $1000 paid he said he considered his bill to the Town 

paid in full until the next 2022 billing in July. He said if Council thought differently, 

they  could dig up his sewer line, that he didn’t care and that he had told the 

same to one of the Councillors in a phone conversation that he had recorded. He 

said there is money offered and if they don’t accept it because of some ulterior 

motive, to remember that he had told the CAO in 2019 that he wouldn’t come 

back. He said he was trying to get through a difficult time in 2019 and it seemed 



that the town council, or the CAO was trying to kick him when he was down. He 

said that if the council found such an offer unfathomable, and it came down to a 

split decision, to remember that the Mayor was elected and had concealed his 

own $42,800 sewer bill from the electorate while running for office, and that the 

majority of council had then resigned leaving it to the province to negotiate a 

525% reduction of the bill. He said he would leave it, that he wasn’t discussing it 

right now and that from past experience most decisions were made before or 

after he left the building. He then thanked the council and left the meeting. 

  

Mayor Gordon then moved on to the completion of the committee reports. He 

called on Councillor Adams to present for Environment.  

Environment Report- Councillor Adams 

Councillor Adams noted that 48 hour disconnect notices were being issued for 8 

properties this week. 

Sidewalks and Streetlights – Councillor Murphy 

Councillor Murphy was not in attendance. Mayor Gordon noted that once the 

students start, the lines in the parking lot would be painted and that a new 

electrical pole had been ordered so streetlights could be installed at the walking 

track. 

Seniors – Councillor O’Brien 

Councillor O’Brien said that we had applied to the Seniors Secretariat for funding 

for seniors. She asked the CAO when the decision would be. The CAO said she 

thought it would later in the summer perhaps August. 

Recreation- Councillor Williams 

Councillor Williams announced that the new recreation director/events 

coordinator had started today. She thanked the CAO for all her work with the 

process. She thanked Diane Broderick for her work with soccer registrations. 

Councillor Williams noted that to date we have 14 families (18 children) who 

benefited from the initiative to waive the fees for town residents.  



She then presented the Library report from Branch technician Kelly Gillis. She said 

in the report was a request for an entry fee of $20 for the 75th anniversary of the 

Rural beautification Society, there is a competition for heritage community 

buildings. The Cao spoke up and said that the librarian would like the town to 

cover the entrance fee. Councillor Williams made a motion to approve the 

entrance fee. It was seconded by Deputy Mayor Duggan and the motion carried. 

Councillor Williams also reported that the library was able to host Family Violence 

Prevention activities and Nordic walk demonstrations. Councillor Williams also 

noted that a ‘Plant a seed and see what grows” event is being held June 18th. She 

also mentioned a summer reading club that can be held indoors this year. She 

noted as it is Indigenous month as well as Pride month, that events would be held 

for both of those. 

Alberton Public Library 
Monthly Report 

 
Reporting to: Councillor Kelly Williams 
Period: Month of May 2022 

Operations:  it’s looking green out there!  As part of the 75th anniversary of the Rural beautification 

Society, there is a competition for heritage community buildings.  There is a $20.00 entry fee ( or $10 if 

you want to enter other area competitions) and the judging will take place after September 1st.  There is 

a list of criteria to meet but it would be a nice “feather in the town cap.” 

Programs: Masks were strongly recommended but was able to host a full house for the Family Violence 

Prevention Week activities and Nordic walking demonstration. 

Planning:  In partnership with “plant a seed and see what grows foundation”, we are offering a paint and 

plant event on Saturday June 18 for families and launching our summer reading club (which can be 

indoors this year!!) on Saturday June 25. It is also Indigenous month and Pride month so will have 

displays up for both of these.  Bring on the Summer! 

 
Kelly Gillis 
Branch Technician 
Alberton Public Library 
 

Councillor Williams also advised that events were planned for Canada Day July 1st 

and the DiverCity festival on July 3rd. Mayor Gordon mentioned also that the 

Prince County exhibition is returning this year at the end of July. She also said she 

would be available to help out for some of those activities. 

  



Finance 

Deputy Mayor Duggan made a motion to pay the bills in the amount of 

$140,746.21. The motion was seconded by Councillor Curtis and the motion 

carried. 

Mayor Gordon then called on the CAO, Donna Thomson, to present her report. 

CAO Report 

CAO Report May/June 

Ms. Thomson said that the report was in the council packages. She read out the 

highlights. 

May was a busy month. Now that the nicer weather is here, projects are getting 

underway. The disc golf course has a new parking area, and I met with 

representatives from the local disc golf community on how to set the course up 

now that it will be a 9 nine-hole course. They were very impressed with the 

location of the course and said it could easily become an 18-hole course in the 

future. 

The trail project is also starting up again and we will soon have students starting 

who can get going on any cleanup required from wind and snow damage. 

The tenders will be going out shortly for the splash pad and work has started on 

the development of the green space park on Emma Drive. We just received a new 

play structure for there and a gazebo will be added soon as well. 

The security cameras are being installed at the playground/library area. Planning 

is well underway for Canada Day and DiverCity festival events. We are also 

planning a day’s event in August. 

We have 2 EDA workers who started mid May (Doug Doucette working with 

Donnie and Michelle Peterson working at the fire hall). Corbin Clark and Cole 

Crockett started  back with us today June 13th and students will be starting later 

this month. 

Happy to report that the new Rec/Events Coordinator, Tanya Bottrill started 

today June 13th. We will be having a staff meeting and getting her up to speed on 

projects etc. 



We were successful in receiving funding for the development of an Active 

Transportation Plan which will be beneficial moving forward to help develop 

Alberton’s infrastructure. 

Also received documents from MRSB to get started in preparation for the audit. 

Mayor Gordon then moved on to the next item on the agenda. 

Planning Board Recommendations –  

Mayor Gordon noted that 5 permits had been issued.  

 development permit for Ben Wallace to prepare site for a new 
house off Elder  St 

 development permit for a Mini home set up on Oak Lane for 
Travellers Rest Mini homes. 

 Permit for a fence in back yard at 19 oak Lane for Joey Bernard 

 Permit for small deck at 9 Oak Lane for Brian Poirier 

 Development permit for Province for ventilation work being 
done at Alberton Elementary 

Councillor Williams noted that she would be in conflict with the Ben Wallace 

permit as she was related to them. The CAO explained these were permits that 

were already granted as she has authorization to do certain ones as the 

development officer. 

Introduction to New Business 

Outdoor Rink Fire Hall 

Mayor Gordon said staff had gotten quotes on paving the surface of the rink as 

well as adding boards to the exterior. The quotes were presented in the council 

package. Councillor Williams advised she would be in conflict with this one as she 

is a member of the fire department.  

Staff Sergeant Logan joined the meeting. 

Mayor Gordon went over the quotes. The paving quote was in the amount to 

$24,328.48 and the quote for the boards was in the amount of $19,738.00. Mayor 

Gordon asked council for their opinions. Deputy Mayor Duggan said it would nice 

if we had a long-range plan with regard to recreation. He said we need a plan for 

the future and that after the Active Transportation Plan was done, we may have 



more direction. He said it was a lot of money. Mayor Gordon noted that we still 

have to replace the washroom building at the ball diamond and that it would be 

better to put the money there. He asked the CAO if she had received a price for 

the new washroom. She said according to the engineers it should come in around 

$78,000 which would include washrooms, change facilities and that it would 

house the electronics for the splash pad. Deputy Mayor Duggan asked if the new 

building was going in the same location. The CAO said she thought it would be 

going over in the designated area for the splash pad if there was room, and the 

old building would be moved over to the town hall and be repurposed, possibly to 

house the community fridge if the initiative was approved. She said they could 

apply for funding and include the LED light replacements at the firehall and rink. 

Mayor Gordon called for a motion to allow the CAO to look into potential funding 

sources and to put the rink on hold for now. 

June 13, 2022 

Moved by Councillor: Councillor O’Brien 

Seconded by Councillor: Councillor Adams 

All in Favour 

Whereas the Town strives to be an inclusive community; 

And whereas the washroom building at Memorial Field is not 

accessible; 

Be it resolved that the Town of Alberton seek funding to replace the 

existing building with a barrier free building  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Whereas the Town of Alberton seeks to reduce our carbon footprint; 

And whereas LED lights mean fewer light bulbs required resulting in less 

disposal, and reduced contamination to our landfills; 

Be it resolved that the Fire Hall lighting be changed to LED. 

 



Councillor Williams returned to the meeting. 

Municipal Infrastructure Fund 

The next item on the agenda was about a potential new funding stream of 5 

million dollars with the Federation of PEI municipalities and the Province. The goal 

of the fund is to help municipalities offset the cost of servicing identified 

properties that could be used for affordable housing. She noted that the FPEIM 

had sent out a survey for feedback on how the fund should be structured. She 

also said that the plan for now was to exclude the larger municipalities and have it 

open for the rural municipalities. She said she would fill out the survey and when 

more information was available, she would update council. 

Electronic Sign 

Mayor Gordon said the electronic sign would be installed shortly.  He asked 

Council if they had any input on what the Town would like on the sign. He said 

currently it would have a Welcome to Alberton. Councillor Williams noted it 

would be nice to advertise upcoming events. Mayor Gordon said the Cao thought 

Canada Day and DiverCity festival would be good to have on there. Deputy Mayor 

Duggan said we could put a welcome to the new recreation director. 

Mayor Gordon paused to welcome the RCMP representative Sgt. Logan to the 

meeting. He noted that we had already read out the report that was submitted. 

The officer apologized for being late. He touched on past staffing issues that the 

department had experienced and said that those positions were now being filled 

and that the difference reflected in the service hours they were able to provide. 

He said 2 were leaving for other positions and that 3 would be coming. He also 

mentioned that at our previous meeting, the officer had noted that the town was 

supposed to have been consulted when the priorities for the year were set up but 

that the town had mentioned at that time, that there was no meeting. He said the 

priorities are set in the spring and a meeting should have been held in January. He 

said he would send the CAO an email so the town would be aware. He said 

additions could be made if the Town had any changes.  He did note that mental 

health calls have been increasing. He said Covid was hard for many people and he 

said he hoped that reduced restrictions would ease the calls. He said there is a 

mental health response team now from the province and that sometimes an 

officer accompanies as situations can develop where their presence may be 



required. He said normally if they responded to a mental health call , after 

evaluation they would transport the person directly to the hospital, but now with 

the mobile team, they can receive potentially diffuse the situation right in the 

home. He told the council if they had any concerns to please reach out. 

Mayor Gordon thanked the officer and the officer left the meeting. Mayor Gordon 

moved onto the next agenda item. 

Tender for Splash pad 

Mayor Gordon said our project managers, WSP, want to know if we want to run 

the tender for the washroom building at the same time as the splash pad tender. 

Deputy Mayor Duggan said he thought we should. Councillor Williams said we 

would need somewhere to house the electronics for the splash pad anyway. 

Mosquito spraying Disc Golf course 

Mayor Gordon advised council the CAO had gotten a quote on the cost of 

spraying for mosquitos at the disc golf course. The company advised it would cost 

approximately $500-600 per spray and it would have to be done every 4 weeks. 

Mayor Gordon asked council what their thoughts were on the spraying. Deputy 

Mayor Duggan said it was expensive.  He asked if it would be a garlic spray. The 

CAO said she wasn’t sure. Council O’Brien asked if it would still work after heavy 

rains. Deputy mayor Duggan said it would still be effective after rain. Mayor 

Gordon said we will leave it for now until we determine how busy the course will 

be. 

Island Community Food Security Initiative 

Mayor Gordon asked the CAO to go over the next agenda item. She explained the 

province is providing grant assistance to support eligible costs for community 

fridges, gardens and meals. She said staff would like to apply with Councils’ 

approval. She mentioned that funding could be up to 100 % for eligible costs. The  

motion to apply was made by Councillor Williams and was seconded by Deputy 

Mayor Duggan and the motion carried. 

New private road name 

The next item under new business was for a new private road that was going in 

off Elder Street to provide access to a subdivided lot.  As this is a new road, the 



name as to be approved by Council. Councillor Williams declared a conflict for this 

agenda item as she is related to the applicant. The preferred name is Wendell 

Lane. The CAO remarked she had given the name to the 911 office and they 

approved it. The motion to name the road Wendell Lane was made by Deputy 

Mayor Duggan and seconded by Councillor Adams. The motion carried and 

Councillor Williams returned to the meeting. 

Funding requests: 

We received a funding request letter from Merrit E. Callaghan for assistance with 

end of year awards. Mayor Gordon noted we gave them $50.00 last year. He 

asked if council wanted to support the school again this year. The motion to grant 

them $50.00 was made by Councillor O’Brien and was seconded by Councillor 

Williams. The motion carried. 

The Mayor also noted a request from the W.J. Phillips Residence for funding 

assistance to be used to provide prizes for the residents. He asked council if they 

wanted to support the request. The motion was made by Deputy Mayor Duggan 

to approve a donation of $50.00. Mayor Gordon called for a seconder. Councillor 

Adams made the motion to second the request. The motion carried. 

Inquiries by Members of Council -  nil 

Introduction and Reading of Bylaws 

Mayor Gordon called for a motion for the second reading of the Bylaw for 

Municipal Elections Proceedings, Bylaw #2022-4. The motion was made by Deputy 

Mayor Duggan and seconded by Councillor Curtis. The motion carried. 

Date: June 13th, 2022 

Moved by councillor: Deputy Mayor Duggan 

Seconded by councillor: Councillor Curtis 

Whereas the Town of Alberton has an elected council and whereas 

the province of Prince Edward Island has a requirement for municipalities 

to have an election bylaw; 

And whereas the current election bylaw needs to be updated; 



Be it resolved that a Bylaw for Municipal Elections Proceedings, Bylaw 

#2022-4 be read a second time at this council meeting 

Mayor Gordon then called for a motion to approve the second reading of the 

Election bylaw. The motion was made by Councillor O’Brien, seconded by 

Councillor Williams. The motion carried. 

Date: June 13, 2022 

Moved by councillor: Councillor O’Brien 

Seconded by councillor: Councillor Williams 

Whereas the Town of Alberton has an elected council and whereas the 

province of Prince Edward Island has a requirement for municipalities to 

have an election bylaw; 

And whereas the current election bylaw needs to be updated; 

And whereas a Bylaw for Municipal Elections Proceedings, Bylaw #2022-4 

was read a second time at this council meeting; 

Be it resolved that a Bylaw for Municipal Elections Proceedings, Bylaw 

#2022-4 be hereby approved. 

Mayor Gordon then called for a motion to adopt the bylaw. The motion was made 

by Councillor Adams and was seconded Councillor Curtis. The motion carried. 

Date: June 13th, 2022 

Moved by Councillor: Councillor Adams 

Seconded by Councillor: Councillor Curtis 

Whereas the Town of Alberton has an elected council and whereas the 

province of Prince Edward Island has a requirement for municipalities to 

have an election bylaw; 

And whereas the current election bylaw needs to be updated; 

And whereas a Bylaw for Municipal Elections Proceedings, Bylaw #2022-4 

was read and approved at two separate meetings of council held on 

different days; 



Be it resolved that the Bylaw for Municipal Elections Proceedings, Bylaw #2022-4 

be hereby adopted. 

Appointment to Committees 

Mayor Gordon said we had received a request from West Prince Housing Initiative 

looking for a representative from the town to sit on their advisory committee.  He 

also noted a request from Community Partnership for someone to sit on their 

committee that was formed for doctor recruitments. 

He asked council if anyone wanted to sit on these boards. The CAO advised 

council if they weren’t able, that she could do so. Councillor O’Brien asked what 

the first request was about. The CAO said this was a new initiative from the 

former ACDC board, which is now called Develop West Prince. She said the letter 

of introduction was included in the council package. Councillor O’Brien asked if 

terms of reference were drawn up. The CAO said that yes, she had received all 

that information. Councillor Williams asked if the CAO was okay with sitting on 

the committees. Ms. Thomson said she had no problem doing that. 

Mayor Gordon then said Council would go into a closed session to discuss a 

financial matter. The motion to go to a closed session was made by Deputy Mayor 

Duggan and seconded by Councillor Williams. The reporter for the West Prince 

Graphic left the council room. 

The closed session ended and the meeting resumed. The reporter for the West 

Prince Graphic came back into the Council room. As that concluded the agenda 

items, Mayor Gordon called for a motion to adjourn. The motion was made by 

Councillor O’Brien, seconded by Deputy Mayor Duggan and the meeting 

concluded. 


