
 

 

MINUTES FROM REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD THURSDAY,  JUNE 18, 2020 AT 6:30 P.M 

 

The regular council meeting was held Thursday, June 18, 2020 at 6:30 P.M. with 

Mayor Gordon presiding and Councillors Mary Jean O’Brien, Chester Adams, Alan 

Curtis and Kelly Williams present as well as CAO Donna Thomson. Councillors 

Murphy and Deputy Mayor Duggan were absent. 

The motion was made by Councillor Kelly Williams, seconded by Councillor 

Chester Adams and carried to make a $40.00 donation on behalf of the town 

council to the charity of CAO’s choice in memory of her mother who passed 

away last week. 

Mayor Gordon called the meeting to order. 

DECLARATION OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

Councillor Mary Jean O’Brien declared a conflict of interest with health and 

Councillor Kelly Williams declared a conflict of interest with fire. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

The motion was made by Councillor Mary Jean O’Brien, seconded by Councillor 

Alan Curtis and carried for the approval of the agenda. 

ADOPTION OF MINUTES 

The motion was made by Councillor Chester Adams, seconded by Councillor 

Mary Jean O’Brien and carried for the adoption of the minutes from the regular 

council meeting held March 9th, and the special council meeting held May 28th. 

BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 

2nd reading Bylaw to Manage and Dispose of Records #2020-1 

Council Meeting #2 



 

 

SECOND READING Date: June 18th, 2020 

Moved by Councillor Alan Curtis 

Seconded by Councillor Mary Jean O’Brien.   ALL IN FAVOR  

Whereas the Province of Prince Edward Island has enacted the new Municipal 

Government 4 Act (MGA) and the MGA requires the passage of several bylaws by 

the municipalities governed under the MGA; 

Be it resolved that the Bylaw to Manage and Dispose of Records #2020-1, be 

hereby read a second time.  

Council Meeting #2 –  

Bylaw to Manage and Dispose of Records #2020-1 

SECOND READING Date: June 18, 2020 

Moved by Councillor Kelly Williams 

Seconded by Councillor Alan Curtis.  All In Favor 

Whereas the Province of Prince Edward Island has enacted the new Municipal 

Government 4 Act (MGA) and the MGA requires the passage of several bylaws by 

the municipalities governed under the MGA; 

And whereas the Bylaw to Manage and Dispose of Records #2020-1 was read a 

second time at this Council meeting; 

Be it resolved that the Bylaw to Manage and Dispose of Records #2020-1 be 

hereby approved. 

 

 

  



 

 

Council Meeting #2 –  

Bylaw to Manage and Dispose of Records #2020-1 

SECOND READING Date: June 18, 2020 

Moved by Councillor: Chester Adams 

Seconded by Councillor Kelly Williams. All In Favor 

Whereas the Province of Prince Edward Island has enacted the new Municipal 

Government 4 Act (MGA) and the MGA requires the passage of several bylaws by 

the municipalities governed under the MGA; 

And whereas the Bylaw to Manage and Dispose of Records #2020-1 was read and 

approved at two separate meetings of Council held on different days; 

Be it resolved that the Bylaw to Manage and Dispose of Records #2020-1, be 

hereby formally adopted. 

2.  Bylaw to Regulate Access to Information and protection of Personal 

Information #2020-2 

Council Meeting #2 –  

Bylaw to Regulate Access to Information and Protection of Personal Information 

#2020-2 

SECOND READING Date: June 18, 2020 

 Moved by Councillor Alan Curtis 

Seconded by Councillor Kelly Williams. All In Favor 

“Whereas the Province of Prince Edward Island has enacted the new Municipal 

Government 4 Act (MGA) and the MGA requires the passage of several bylaws by 

the municipalities governed under the MGA; 

 Be it resolved that the Bylaw to Regulate Access to Information and Protection of 

Personal Information #2020-2, be hereby read a second time. “ 



 

 

Council Meeting #2 –  

Bylaw to Regulate Access to Information and Protection of Personal Information 

#2020-2 

SECOND READING Date June 18, 2020 

 Moved by Councillor Kelly Williams 

Seconded by Councillor Mary Jean O’Brien.  All In Favor. 

“Whereas the Province of Prince Edward Island has enacted the new Municipal 

Government 4 Act (MGA) and the MGA requires the passage of several bylaws by 

the municipalities governed under the MGA; 

And whereas the Bylaw to Regulate Access to Information and Protection of 

Personal Information #2020-2 was read a second time at this Council meeting; 

Be it resolved that the Bylaw to Regulate Access to Information and Protection of 

Personal Information #2020-2 be hereby approved.” 

Council Meeting #2 –  

Bylaw to Regulate Access to Information and Protection of Personal Information 

#2020-2 

SECOND READING Date June 18, 2020 

Moved by Councillor Alan Curtis 

Seconded by Councillor Chester Adams.  All In Favor. 

“Whereas the Province of Prince Edward Island has enacted the new Municipal 

Government 4 Act (MGA) and the MGA requires the passage of several bylaws by 

the municipalities governed under the MGA; 

And whereas the Bylaw to Regulate Access to Information and Protection of 

Personal Information #2020-2 was read and approved at two separate meetings 

of Council held on different days; 



 

 

Be it resolved that the Bylaw to Regulate Access to Information and Protection of 

Personal Information #2020-2 be hereby formally adopted. 

3. Municipal Emergency Management Program Bylaw 

Council Meeting #2 –  

Municipal Emergency Management Program Bylaw #2020-3 

SECOND READING Date June 18, 2020 

Moved by Councillor Mary Jean O’Brien 

Seconded by Councillor Kelly Williams. All In Favor. 

“Whereas the Province of Prince Edward Island has enacted the new Municipal 

Government 4 Act (MGA) and the MGA requires the passage of several bylaws by 

the municipalities governed under the MGA; 

 Be it resolved that the Municipal Emergency Management Program Bylaw #2020-

3 be hereby read a second time. “ 

Council Meeting #2 –  

Municipal Emergency Management Program Bylaw #2020-3 

SECOND READING Date: June 18, 2020 

 Moved by Councillor Kelly Williams 

Seconded by Councillor Mary Jean O’Brien.   ALL IN FAVOR.  

“Whereas the Province of Prince Edward Island has enacted the new Municipal 

Government 4 Act (MGA) and the MGA requires the passage of several bylaws by 

the municipalities governed under the MGA; 

And whereas the Municipal Emergency Management Program Bylaw #2020-3 was 

read a second time at this Council meeting; 



 

 

Be it resolved that the Municipal Emergency Management Program Bylaw #2020-

3 be hereby approved.” 

 

Municipal Emergency Management Program Bylaw #2020-3 

SECOND READING Date: June 18, 2020 

 Moved by Councillor Alan Curtis  

Seconded by Councillor Chester Adams 

“Whereas the Province of Prince Edward Island has enacted the new Municipal 

Government 4 Act (MGA) and the MGA requires the passage of several bylaws by 

the municipalities governed under the MGA; 

And whereas the Municipal Emergency Management Program Bylaw #2020-3 was 

read and approved at two separate meetings of Council held on different days; 

 Be it resolved that the Municipal Emergency Management Program Bylaw #2020-

3 be hereby formally adopted. 

  



 

 

 

 Canada Day Festivities.  We received notice that we were approved for 

$1,760.00. Due to Covid-19 restrictions the town was given the option from 

Canadian Heritage to postpone the same event, cancel the event, cancel with 

expenses or modify the event. We have informed Canadian Heritage that we 

would be postponing with a modification of our event that has been 

approved. We told them that we may be doing smaller events that will be 

leading to bigger events in the fall. We hope to be stocking the town pond 

with trout and hope to have a fishing derby sometime in August and offer 

prizes.  For Canada Day the CAO suggested that we have a house decorating 

contest for town residents to show their red and white with the top 3 entries 

receiving prizes.  She also suggested a contest for children with 10 painted 

rocks hidden throughout the town. Each rock would have a number on the 

bottom  corresponding to a prize. The children would then  have to bring the 

rock into the town hall to receive their prize. 

The motion was made by Councillor Kelly Williams, seconded by Councillor 

Mary Jean O’Brien to approve the modified plans for Canada Day. 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

1) Funding approval Canadian Heritage 

 

 

 

 



 

 

2) Letter from Province regarding taxation 

 

 

 

 



 

 

3) Approval letter- Howlan St. rezoning 

 

 

 

 



 

 

4) Approval letter- Dufferin ST. 

 

 

  



 

 

5) Letter from ACDC regarding office space 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

6) Letter from Province Gas Tax projects approvals 

 

 

 

 



 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 The Gas Tax projects have been approved. The Town will need to tender the 

sidewalk project.  The sections of sidewalk to be installed are as follows:  

 Dufferin St to North Street 151 meters 

 North Street to Main Street 200 meters 

 Dufferin end by 36 Dufferin to Carrol Street 295 meters 

 Carrol/Dufferin intersection to Main Street 84 meters 

 Albion from Poplar to Church St 141 meters 

Alberton School to Travellers Inn on Church Street 160 meters. 

The motion was made by Councillor Kelly Williams, seconded by Councillor 

Mary Jean O’Brien and carried to start the tender process for the sidewalk 

project by advertising in the paper. 

The town has a sewer loan that has come for up for renewal. RBC currently has 

the loan and sent a quote. CIBC also sent a quote. Tignish Credit union gave a 

quote of prime plus 2%. 

 

 RBC CIBC CREDIT 
UNION  

1 YEAR 2.75%  
  

2.537 % 2.45 % +2% 
(Prime) 

2 YEAR 2.99% 2.821 %  
3 YEAR 3.05% 2.911%  
4 YEAR 3.25% 3.033%  

5 YEAR 3.40 % 
 

3.114%  

 

 Councillor O’Brien asked for a breakdown of what the difference in interest would 

be between the quotes. The information wasn’t available at the time of the meeting 

so the CAO will contact the banks and get the information and the item will be 

deferred until the July council meeting. 



 

 

 The town has received complaints of excess speed in the new section of the 

Emma Drive Subdivision. The town has reached out to the province for 

solutions. They sent us their policy on speed hump installations. Stratford 

and Cornwall use rubber mini speed humps. The CAO contacted Cornwall 

for an estimate on the cost. The price for a 25 ft strip would be 

approximately $1500.00 for the speed humps, hardware, sign posts and 

traffic signs. The installation was done by their town employees.  The town 

also inquired about the installation of another electronic speed sign at the 

RTE 152 Montrose entrance to town and are waiting for a response from the 

province. 

 

 There are an enormous amount of older files that we have been sorting 

through and determining what need to be archived and what can be disposed 

of according to the guidelines set out by municipal affairs. The small office 

shredder was not designed to shred this volume of paper.  A mobile 

shredding company was contacted for a quote. 

The motion was made by Councillor Mary Jean O’Brien, seconded by Councillor 

Kelly Williams and carried to hire the mobile shredding company. 

 A letter was received requesting a change of name of the Jacques Cartier 

Arena to the Roy Fraser Memorial Arena.    Council decided that they would 

discuss this further with input from the rink committee and that a memorial 

display instead of a name change might be more appropriate. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Councillor Alan Curtis read the report for economic development. 

 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

COMMITTEE REPORT 

Councillor Alan Curtis 

 PARKING ON MAIN STREET COMPLAINTS FROM BUSINESSES 

o WE HAVE BEEN PUTTING FLYERS ON WINDOWS OF  

 

CARS THAT HAVE BEEN ON MAIN STREET ALL NIGHT  

 

TO REMIND THEM OF THE 2 HOUR PARKING RULE. 

 

o WE HAVE PUT UP NO OVERNIGHT PARKING SIGNS 

THINGS ARE SLOWLY IMPROVING 

 

 

  



 

 

Mayor Gordon read the property committee report. 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE REPORT  

Mayor David Gordon 

 

 WE RECEIVED COMPLAINTS ABOUT A SINK HOLE IN THE  

 

BACK YARD OF A PROPERTY. WE CONTACTED THE 

 

OWNERS AND THEY ARE AWARE OF THE ISSUE BUT  

 

NOTHING HAS BEEN DONE. 

 

AS IT IS ON PRIVATE PROPERTY WE DO NOT  

 

HAVE THE AUTHORITY TO GO ONTO THE  

 

PROPERTY TO FILL THE HOLE IN  

 

WE CONTACTED VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS BUT  

 

ALL HAVE THE SAME ISSUE – IT’S A PRIVATE  

 

PROPERTY – WE ARE STILL WORKING ON A  

 

SOLUTION 

 

LETTERS ARE GOING OUT TO SELECT PROPERTY OWNERS  

IN REGARDS TO PROPERTIES THAT NEED CLEAN UP 

  



 

 

Councillor Mary Jean O’Brien read the report for environment. 

ENVIRONMENT 

COMMITTEE REPORT 

Councillor Mary Jean O’Brien 

 

 SEWER INVOICES WILL BE GOING OUT THE FIRST OF JULY 

- WE HAVE NOT APPLIED ANY INTEREST ON OVERDUE BILLS 

DURING THE COVID PERIOD 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Mayor Gordon read the report for sidewalks and lights. 

SIDEWALKS & LIGHTS 

COMMITTEE REPORT  

 

 A TENDER NOTICE WILL BE GOING OUT FOR SIDEWALK WORK  

 

o STREETS IDENTIFIED FOR NEW SIDEWALKS WILL BE  

 

-Dufferin to North 151 meters 

 

-North street 200 meters to Main 

 

-Dufferin end of existing south to Carol 295 Meters 

 

-Carol /Dufferin to main 84 Meters 

 

-Albion poplar to church 141 M 

 

-Alberton Elementary school to Traveller’s Inn on Church St 160 

meters 

 

AS WELL AS ANY REPAIRS THAT NEED TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

  



 

 

Councillor Kelly Williams read the recreation and community report. 

RECREATION & COMMUNITY 
COMMITTEE REPORT  

Councillor Kelly Williams 

 

  WE RECEIVED 74 APPLICATIONS FOR THE RECREATION/EVENTS 

COORDINATOR JOB  

o HOPE TO START INTERVIEWS IN THE NEXT WEEK 

 

 WE ARE EXCITED TO BE STARTING WORK ON A DOG PARK IN 

ALBERTON 

o WE RECEIVED OVER 15 LETTERS OF SUPPORT FROM 

RESIDENTS 

o POSSIBLE LOCATION – NEXT TO THE BALL DIAMOND 

 

 NEW WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE SWING AT LIBRARY 

PLAYGROUND BEING INSTALLED IN NEXT FEW WEEKS 

 

We need to make a decision on our soccer program. Due to the Covid 

restrictions, it is a lot of extra work for a summer student. “Thoughts” 

on postponing until the Rec Director position is filled??? We could still 

have day programs???? It was decided to hold off on the programs as it 

is a lot to put on a student. Once the Rec/Event person is hired, then we 

can look at it again. 

 

  THE LIBRARY HAS REOPENED WITH A CURBSIDE PICKUP IN 

PLACE UNTIL COVID RESTRICTIONS EASE UP 

  



 

 

Mayor David Gordon read the finance report. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 

 

 BUDGET FOR 2020-2021 WAS FINALIZED AND PASSED AT A 

MEETING ON MAY 28
TH

 

 

 MOTIONS TO PAY BILLS: 

 

o FROM MARCH 10
TH

 -  APRIL 14TH 

 $106,416.52 

 

o FROM APRIL 15
TH

 – MAY 11
TH

 

 $48,611.95 

 

o FROM MAY 12
TH

 – JUNE 8
TH

 

 $ 13,520.51 

 
The motion was made by Councillor Williams , seconded by Councillor Curtis 

and carried to pay bills from March in the amount of $106,416.52. 

The motion was made by Councillor Adams, seconded by Councillor Williams 

and carried to pay bills from April in the amount of $48,611.95. 

The motion was made by Councillor Curtis, seconded by Councillor Adams and 

carried to pay the bills from May in the amount of $13,520.51 

 

  



 

 

Councillor Chester Adams reported for Fire and Police

 



 

 



 

 

  



 

 

CAO Donna Thomson read the CAO report 

 

CAO REPORT 

March -June 2020 

 

 

When we had our council meeting in March and had a brief discussion on Covid 19, none of us 

could have anticipated the effect it would soon have on everything we took for normal. 

We locked the office down to staff only early on and once things ramped up, I was working from 

home. We continued to try and keep spirits up for residents with an Easter display of a Bunny 

made from a hay bale and Diane made flowers for spring for the street lights out in front of the 

hall. A lot of positive feedback from town residents 😊 

We have reopened the hall adhering to the limits on number of people allowed to be inside and 

the extra sanitizing procedures. 

A few updates since we last met:  

- We received funding for 4 summer students – 3 for the hall and 1 for the fire hall. 

 

- We received funding for 1 post secondary student, and we pleased to welcome Elon 

Wilkie back for our recreation student. He will be working with other recreation 

departments to figure out what our sports programs are going to look like this year. 

 

- We also have Doug Doucette back for the spring/summer as an EDA worker. He and 

Garth are enjoying the new Kioti tractor and the new lawn tractor. 

 

- We received 74 applications for the Recreation/Events Coordinator position, and I have 

started the process of screening the applicants and hope to be interviewing in the next 2 

weeks.  

 

- We received the new wheelchair swing for the Library playground and that will be 

installed in the next few weeks. 

 

- We now have 2 new mini homes in the Emma drive sub-division and we have sold 5 lots 

to date. There will also be a new duplex going up in the original section – great to see 

development in the town. 

 

- We still have work to do updating the EMO plan for the town and now that restrictions 

for meeting have been lifted, we will be getting going on that soon. 



 

 

 

- We now have our cameras all up and working so the added security around the Hall is 

great. 

 

- I applied for a couple of grants and we are waiting to hear if we were successful. One was 

for native PEI trees for the subdivision and the other was for an AED for the town hall. 

 

- I also applied for a Seniors grant in conjunction with the Alberton Heritage board- still 

waiting on that one as well. 

 

- Permit requests are coming in fairly steady since the province eased restrictions. We 

approved a garage extension, a parcel consolidation at the Phillips residence for 

expansion of their parking area, a pool and fence, and a duplex in the subdivision. We 

also received notice that 2 rezoning’s from earlier this year were approved. 

- We were able to have 2 meetings in regard to the Budget – new technology for some of 

us but we managed to pull it off. Very pleased with the budget – excited for the dog park. 

We had 15 letters of support from residents for it. 

 

Have to say it is nice to start getting back to some degree of normal. Can’t believe that the end of 

this month marks a year on the job for me!!! 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

The motion was made by Councillor Adams,  seconded by Councillor Williams 

and carried to adjourn the meeting. 


