
 

 

MINUTES FROM REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD MONDAY  JULY 13TH, 2020 AT 7:00 P.M 

 

The regular council meeting was held Thursday, July 13th, 2020 at 7:00 P.M. with 

Mayor Gordon presiding and Councillor Mary Jean O’Brien, Councillor Curtis, 

Councillor Duggan present as well as CAO Donna Thomson. Regrets from 

Councillor Williams who was working, and Councillors Adams and Councillor 

Murphy who was ill. 

Mayor Gordon called the meeting to order. 

DECLARATION OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

Councillor Mary Jean O’Brien declared a conflict of interest with health. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

The motion was made by Councillor Mary Jean O’Brien, seconded by Councillor 

Alan Curtis and carried for the approval of the agenda. 

ADOPTION OF MINUTES 

The motion was made by Councillor Duggan, seconded by Councillor Curtis and 

carried for the adoption of the minutes from the regular council meeting held 

June 18h, and the Planning Board meeting held July 9th. 

BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES  

 Estimate for Rumble Strips 

o We received one tender for the rumble strips for the streets in Emma 

Drive and Oak Lane to help calm traffic. The estimate was received 

from Preston Murphy Trucking & Landscaping. Mayor Gordon asked 

the council what their thoughts were on the estimate and asked if they 

would rather go with the removable strips. Council thought the rumble 

strips would be less maintenance and wouldn’t need to be stored in the 

winter. He called for a motion. The motion was made by Councillor 

O’Brien and seconded by Councillor Curtis to have Murphy’s put in 

the rumble strips. The motion carried. 
 



 

 

 Side Walk Tenders 

o  We received one tender for the sidewalk work from Perry’s 

Construction. The tender is for work to be done on Dufferin., Carrol, 

Church, Albion and North Streets.  

 
Town of Alberton 

Sidewalk Tender 

Closed July 10, 2020 

 

CONTRACTOR’S NAME BID AMOUNT 

Perry’s Construction $276,000.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mayor Gordon called for a motion to accept the tender for the sidewalk project. 

The motion was made by Councillor Duggan, seconded by Councillor O’Brien and 

carried to award the tender to Perry’s Construction. 

 

 Parking on Main Street Update 

Parking is better on main street. There are a couple that are still there 

overnight. We will continue to leave leaflets advising of the parking 

hours. If these continue, we will work with the RCMP to see what 

they can do to assist. The letters to business’ about not parking during 

working hours seems to have helped.  



 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

1) RCMP Policing agreement 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

2) Letter of acknowledgement Phillips Residence 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

3)  Letter from Community Foundation Grant 

 

The AED will be for the Town Hall. Any training required will be facilitated by a 

member of the Fire Department. 

 



 

 

 

4)  Library Operational Plan to enter Phase 4
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G) Planning Board Recommendations 

 Application 11-20 for storage building at 530/534 Main Street 

recommended for Approval by Planning Board 

 

Mayor Gordon called for a motion to approve or deny the application. 

The motion to approve was made by Councillor Duggan and seconded 

by Councillor Curtis. The motion carried. 

 

 Application 12-20 to begin process to rezone parcel 18812 on 

Lorne Street from R1 (Single Unit Residential) to R3 (Multi Unit 

Residential). Recommended to begin process by Planning Board 

 

Mayor Gordon called for a motion to approve or deny the application. 

The motion to approve and begin the rezone process way made by 

Councillor Duggan and seconded by Councillor Curtis. The motion 

carried. 

 

 Application 14-20 for storage shed at 37 Reid Street. 

Recommended by Planning Board for approval. 

 

Mayor Gordon called for a motion to approve or deny the application. 

The motion to approve was made by Councillor Duggan and seconded 

by Councillor O’Brien. The motion carried. 

 

 Application 15-20 for Inside renovations at the Sidewalk Grill 

which is under new ownership.  This is for a Development permit 

only as it is a commercial building and the Province now issues 

these permits. Recommended for approval by the Planning Board. 

 

Mayor Gordon called for a motion to approve or deny the application. 

The motion to approve was made by Councillor Curtis and seconded 

by Councillor Duggan. The motion carried. 

  



 

 

 Application 16-20 for a breezeway and 2 car garage at 574 Main 

Street. Recommended for approval by Planning board. 

 

Mayor Gordon called for a motion to approve or deny the application. 

The motion to approve was made by Councillor Duggan and seconded 

by Councillor Curtis. The motion carried. 

 

 

H) NEW BUSINESS 

 Loan renewal  

 

The town has a sewer loan that has come for up for renewal. RBC currently 

has the loan and sent a quote. CIBC also sent a quote. Tignish Credit union 

gave a quote of prime plus 2%. 

 

 RBC CIBC CREDIT 
UNION  

1 YEAR 2.75%  
  

2.537 % 2.45 % +2% 
(Prime) 

2 YEAR 2.99% 2.821 %  

3 YEAR 3.05% 2.911%  
4 YEAR 3.25% 3.033%  
5 YEAR 3.40 % 

 
3.114%  

 

Mayor Gordon discussed the offered rates and the difference that would be 

paid in interest. CIBC came in with the lowest interest rate. Council made 

the decision to go with CIBC and transfer the loan.  The motion was made 



 

 

by Councillor Duggan and seconded by Councillor O’Brien. The motion 

carried.  

 

 SPLASH PAD 

 

Council was presented with a proposal for a Splash Pad for the town. Mayor 

Gordon noted that we would apply for partial funding from the Province and 

possibly Federal. Mayor Gordon asked council what their thoughts were on 

the splash pad. The CAO advised that it would need to be a budget item for 

the 2021 budget. Mayor Gordon spoke that we could start the research 

portion and strike a committee for the planning and fund raising. 

Council agreed to begin the process and to form a committee for the 

planning. The motion was made by Councillor O”Brien and seconded by 

Councillor Curtis. The motion carried. 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 PLAYGROUND AT LIBRARY 

 

Our Maintenance crew has reported recent events of vandalism at the 

Playground. There were broken pieces of glass mixed in the sand as well as 

broken fence rail and a bench that was damaged. 

 

Mayor Gordon asked council what their thoughts were on placing security 

cameras at the playground and at the skate park. 

Council had a brief discussion on what type of cameras and the location to 

place them. Councillor Duggan asked if maybe we should start with dummy 

cameras.. 

The motion was made by Councillor Duggan and seconded by Councillor 

Curtis for the CAO to find suitable cameras for these locations. The motion 

carried. 

 

 REQUEST FOR USE OF COUNCIL ROOM ON THURSDAYS 

 

We received a request from a local chapter of AA to use the council room on 

Thursday. This group normally meet at the Western Hospital but due to 

COVID restrictions they are not able to meet there.  Councillor O’Brien 

asked how many would be in the group and if they could maintain social 

distancing in the council room. They discussed how that would work with 

having to keep a record of who was in attendance being its an anonymous 

organization.  Council agreed that if the group could keep the attendance 

records in the event it was necessary to contact people, they couldn’t see an 

issue. The motion was made by Councillor O’Brien and seconded by 

Councillor Duggan to allow them to meet and the motion carried. 

  



 

 

 PARKING LINE PAINTING AT INDEPENDENT PARKING 

LOT 
We received a quote from a company for the painting of the parking lines 

at the Independent parking lot. Mayor Gordon remarked that the parking 

lot was in need of repaving but that it would be done next year. The 

council debated on the merits of painting if it needed to be paved in the 

near future. The quote included the lot and the parking spots on Main St. 

Our Maintenance has a schematic of how the lines have been painted. 

Councillor Curtis noted that the fire lane should be clearer marked as too 

many are parking in it.  Councillor Duggan asked if perhaps a letter 

should go out to the buildings on Main and the Independent to get their 

input on the design of the lot for next year. It was decided to send letters 

and look at having it on the meeting in September. 

  



 

 

H) COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 FINANCE REPORT – COUNCILLOR DUGGAN 

Councillor Duggan submitted the finance report for the bills for June. Councillor 

Duggan made the motion to accept the report in the amount of $35,091.67. The 

motion was seconded by Councillor Curtis and the motion carried. 

 

FIRE REPORT – COUNCILLOR ADAMS 

Mayor Gordon read out the fire report as Councillor Adams wasn’t present 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

POLICE REPORT – COUNCILLOR ADAMS 

Mayor Gordon read out the police report as Councillor Adams wasn’t present 

 



 

 



 

 

  



 

 

SIDEWALKS AND STREETS – COUNCILLOR MURPHY 

Councillor Murphy was not present at the meeting. Mayor Gordon remarked that 

we had already discussed the Sidewalk project and the rumble strips for the streets 

in Emma Dr. 

ENVIRONMENT – COUNCILLOR O’BRIEN 

Sewer invoices for July – December have gone out. It’s been busy at the Hall with 

payments. Still people coming in trying to pay with debit- they leave and often 

don’t come back right away. 

 

More etransfers coming in though as we put a note on the bills with the etranfer 

instructions. 

 

RECREATION -COUNCILLOR WILLIAMS 

Councillor Williams was not present at the meeting. Mayor Gordon asked 

Councillor Duggan to read the report: 

We are very pleased to announce we have hired Kenan Wilkie for the position of  

Recreation/events coordinator.  

 

We also received a grant for the Community foundation of PEI from the  

David A. Mackay endowment fund in the Amount of $2200 to be used to buy an 

AED for the town hall. 

  



 

 

LIBRARY REPORT – COUNCILLOR WILLIAMS 

Councillor Williams was not present so Councillor Duggan read out the report 

Alberton Public Library 
Monthly Report 

 
Reporting to:  Councilor Kelly Williams 
Period: Month of June 2020 
 
Programming:  Curbside delivery is going well with most patrons being 
understanding of the process. There is an unofficial opening of July 20th when 
browsing and computer use will be available in limited numbers.  There will still 
be no programming, and no children’s toys or manipulatives (lego, crafts, puzzles 
etc).  Summer Reading Program is on a virtual platform this year with 
contributions made from PEI public library service as a whole for island content. 
i.e. preschool storytime read by a librarian, or science experiment led by an island 
librarian)  
Operations: Lots of sanitizing and disinfecting being done.  A plexiglass barrier at 
the circulation counter may be installed in coming weeks? More signage for traffic 
flow and limits to numbers of persons entering the building will be monitored.  
Planning:??? 
Kelly Gillis 
Branch Technician, Alberton Library 
 

CAO Donna Thomson noted that Kelly Gillis had requested a sign in the spring to 

be placed at the road. Mayor Gordon said that it had been discussed and approved 

at a previous meeting so the CAO could go ahead and order it. 

 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT – COUNCILLOR CURTIS 

Good news is that The SideWalk Grill has new owners. They hope to open late 

September or early fall as a Chinese food restaurants. As well the Pub on Main 

Street is now reopened. 

 



 

 

 

PROPERTY – MAYOR GORDON 

Letters have gone out in regards to property clean ups. We will follow up and see if 

anything gets down and if not by the deadline, then we will take further action. 

We did send one to the neighbouring property and offered the use of a couple of 

summers students if they required help. 

As well there was another property with very overgrown grass and the property 

looks vacant. We are trying to get in touch with the owners. 

CAO REPORT – DONNA THOMSON 

Wow can’t believe we are into July already. Summer sure looks different from 

other years with the Covid Restrictions. 

We are pleased to welcome Kenan Wilkie to our team as the new 

Recreation/Events Coordinator. He is getting orientated into his new role and he 

has some exciting ideas of activities that we can do during Covid.  

We have all our summer students working for us now. We have Elon Wilkie as our 

Recreation student, Nathaniel Peters as Maintenance assistant and Cole Crockett 

and Corbin Clark working on beautification projects in landscaping etc. 

Our sidewalk project will soon be under way and that is great news. Anything that 

improves safe walking conditions on more of our streets can only be beneficial to 

the town. 

Sewer bills went out for July – December and payments have been coming in 

steadily. Still have the odd ones who come looking for Interac. Planning has been 

picking up as the restrictions have been let up. 

In the office, I have been paying bills and getting all the paperwork caught up. 

Tackling the filing cabinets in my office and purging of old files. Diane has been a 

great asset while I do this as she deals with the phone and public coming in. 

Here’s hoping August doesn’t’ bring more lockdowns due to a second wave of 

Covid, but if it does, we will be prepared. 



 

 

This concluded the meeting. Mayor Gordon called for a motion to adjourn. The 

motion was made by Councillor O’Brien and seconded by Councillor Duggan and 

the motion carried. 

 


