
 

 

MINUTES FOR REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD MONDAY FEBRUARY 10th AT 7:00 P.M. 

 

 

The regular council meeting was held Monday February 10th, at 7 p.m. with Mayor Gordon presiding. 

Also in attendance were Deputy Mayor Duggan, Councillor Adams, Councillor Curtis, Councillor William, 

Councillor Murphy, Councillor O’Brien and CAO Donna Thomson. In attendance as well were reporters 

Jillian Trainor for the West Prince Graphic and Jimmy Smith, resident. 

CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Gordon called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

DECLARATION OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

Mayor Gordon read out the conflicts for council: Councillor Williams for Fire, Councillor O’Brien for 

Hospital, Councillor Adams and Councillor Murphy for item H (ii) on the agenda being the rezoning for 

Dufferin and Howlan St and Councillor Curtis for item H(iii) on the agenda being Variance Amendment 

for 461 Church St. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

The motion was made by Councillor O’Brien and seconded by Councillor Williams for the approval of the 

agenda. The motion to approve was carried. 

ADOPTION OF MINUTES 

Mayor Gordon called for a motion to adopt the minutes from the January 13th Regular council meeting 

and the minutes from the Planning Board meeting held February 10th.  Councillor Curtis made the 

motion to accept the minutes and it was seconded by Councillor O’Brien –and the motion carried. 

  



BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 

We approached Donna Johnson to ask if she would consider doing bi-weekly visits to Alberton. She 

advised biweekly wouldn’t work with the rest of her schedule. She did offer a 5 hour a week option, but 

with travel time included, it would only be about 2 hours in the town. The cost would be $150 a week 

($30 /hour), or $7800.00/year. 

Mayor Gordon did speak again with the Mayor of O’Leary and he was taking it back to his council. 

Deputy Mayor Duggan said this should be addressed when we are planning the budget for 2020-2021 

now that we have the amount. Councillor Williams said she thought it would be a good idea in the long 

run. It was decided to defer this and see if we can fit it into our new budget. 

PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS/PETITIONS/DELEGATIONS 

Nil for this month 

READING OF CORRESPONDENCE 

Letter from PEIFM re fees increase 

 

 

  



Letter from Phillips Residence Auxiliary 

**to be added to the budget requests** 

 



 Gas Tax Letter from Province 

 

The CAO explained that this is for the Gas Tax Claims. It looks like the former CAO had submitted most of 

the claims already, but Leah from MRSB is checking it over to make sure nothing was missed. 

  



PLANNING BOARD RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

 Due to the storm on Friday, the planning board met this morning to go over applications.  

1. Recommendation from planning board to approve the application for GEM Apartments LTD. to put up 

another 12 unit apartment building located at 2 Oaklyn George Lane 

Mayor Gordon called for a motion to accept planning board recommendations 

 

Date: __ _February 10th,  2020__________________  

Moved by Councillor:  Councillor Williams moved to accept recommendation and give a permit for the 

construction of a 12 unit apartment building on 2 George Oaklyn Lane 

Seconded by Councillor: __ Councillor Curtis__________ ALL WERE IN FAVOUR 

 

2. Planning board reviewed the application for subdivision and rezoning of 38 Howlan Street PID 31401. 

They recommend continuing the rezoning process. 

 

**Councillor Murphy left the room for this item**. 

This was originally rezoned and subdivided in September, but Municipal Affairs returned it as the Ad for 
rezoning only ran 6 days instead of the 7 day requirement. We need to redo the Official Plan Resolution 
and the Bylaw amendments. 
 
Council Meeting #1 –  

Mayor Gordon called for a motion to approve or deny the first reading of the Official Plan Amendment 

for PID31401 

Official Plan Amendment  OPA # 2-2019 (Howlan street) 

FIRST READING Date: __February 10, 2020__________  

Moved by Councillor: ____Deputy mayor Duggan made the motion to approve the reading 

 Seconded by Councillor: ___Councillor Williams__________  All Were in Favour 

Whereas an application was received to subdivide and change the zoning of a portion of PID 31401 from  

Commercial (C1) to Single Unit Residential (R1)  to allow for the PID to be subdivided into 2 lots, one 

remaining PID 31401 and one being 2019-1; 



And whereas this application requires an amendment to the Official Plan Future Land use Map from 

Commercial to Low Density Residential; 

Be it resolved that the Official Plan Amendment #2-2019 to amend the Official Plan Future Land Use 

Map be hereby read a first time.  

 

Council Meeting #1 –  

Mayor Gordon called for a motion to approve or deny and adoption of the Official Plan Amendment for 

PID31401 

 

Official Plan Amendment OPA #2-2019 (Howlan St) 

#2 – APPROVAL & ADOPTION OF FIRST READING  

Date: ___February 10th, 2020___________  

Moved by Councillor: ______Councillor O’Brien made the motion to approve and adopt the first reading 

Seconded by Councillor: ____Councillor Curtis____  All Were in Favour 

Whereas an application was received to subdivide and change the zoning of a portion of PID 31401 from  

Commercial (C1) to Single Unit Residential (R1)  to allow for the PID to be subdivided into 2 lots, one 

remaining PID 31401 and one being 2019-1; 

And whereas this application requires an amendment to the Official Plan Future Land use Map from 

Commercial to Low Density Residential; 

And whereas this application received first reading at this council meeting; 

Be it resolved that the Official Plan Amendment OPA#2-2019 to amend the Official Plan Future Land Use 

Map be hereby approved and adopted. 

 

 

  



Development Bylaw Amendment #2-2019 (Howlan St) 

Mayor Gordon called for a motion for the first reading of the Development bylaw Amendment for PID 

31401 

 

FIRST READING Date: __ _February 10th, 2020________  

Moved by Councillor: _______Deputy Mayor Duggan made the motion to approve the first reading for 

the Development bylaw amendment. 

Seconded by Councillor: ______Councillor O’Brien_ ___________________ All Were in Favour 

Whereas an application was received to subdivide and change the zoning of a portion of PID 31401 from  

Commercial (C1) to Single Unit Residential (R1)  to allow for the PID to be subdivided into 2 lots, one 

remaining PID 31401 and one being 2019-1; 

And whereas this application also requires an amendment to the Zoning Map (Appendix A of the 

Development bylaw); 

Be it Resolved that the Development Bylaw Amendment #2-2019 be hereby read a first time. 

 

Mayor Gordon called for a motion for the approval of the first reading of the Development bylaw for PID 

31401 

Development Bylaw Amendment #2-2019 (Howlan St) 

APPROVAL OF FIRST READING DATE:  February 10th, 2020 

Moved by:  Councillor Williams 

Seconded by:  Deputy Mayor Duggan All Were in Favour 

Whereas an application was received to subdivide and change the zoning of a portion of PID 31401 from  

Commercial (C1) to Single Unit Residential (R1)  to allow for the PID to be subdivided into 2 lots, one 

remaining PID 31401 and one being 2019-1; 

And whereas this application also requires an amendment to the Zoning Map (Appendix A of the 

Development bylaw); 

And Whereas the Development Bylaw Amendment #2-2019 was read a first time at this meeting; 

Be it Resolved that the Development Bylaw Amendment #2-2019 be hereby approved. 

 



**Councillor Murphy came back to the meeting.** 
**Councillor Adams left the meeting** 
 
3.  Recommendation from the planning board to continue rezoning process for PID 19125 (Dufferin). 

Planning board reviewed the application and the minutes from the Public Meeting held February 6th. 

Mayor Gordon called for a motion to approve or deny the planning board recommendations for the first 

reading of the Official Plan Amendment for PID 19125 on Dufferin St. 

Official Plan Amendment OPA #5-2019 (Dufferin St) 

Council Meeting #1 –  

FIRST READING Date: ___February 10th, 2020_______  

Moved by Councillor: __Councillor Curtis made the motion to accept first reading for the Official plan 

amendment 

 Seconded by Councillor: __Councillor Williams_______ All Were in Favour 

 

“Whereas an application was received to subdivide and change the zoning of PID 19125 located on 

Dufferin Street from  Low Density Residential to Commercial to allow for a storage building to be 

created on the newly created lot 19-1; 

And whereas this application requires an amendment to the Official Plan Future Land use Map from Low 

Density Residential to Commercial; 

Be it resolved that the Official Plan Amendment #5-2019 to amend the Official Plan Future Land Use 

Map be hereby read a first time.” 

 

Official Plan Amendment OPA #5-2019 (Dufferin St) 

Mayor Gordon called for a motion to approve and adopt the Official Plan Amendment for PID 19125 

2 – APPROVAL & ADOPTION OF FIRST READING  

Date: February 10th, 2020_  

Moved by Councillor:  Deputy Mayor Duggan made the motion to approve and adopt the Official Plan 

amendment for PID 19125 

Seconded by Councillor: ____Councillor Williams_________ All Were in Favour 



“Whereas an application was received to subdivide and change the zoning of PID 19125 located on 

Dufferin Street from  Low Density Residential to Commercial to allow for a storage building to be 

created on the newly created lot 19-1; 

And whereas this application requires an amendment to the Official Plan Future Land use Map from Low 

Density Residential to Commercial; 

Be it resolved that the Official Plan Amendment #5-2019 to amend the Official Plan Future Land Use 

Map be hereby approved and adopted.” 

 

 

Mayor Gordon called for a motion to have the first reading of the Development bylaw amendment for 

PID 19125 

Development Bylaw Amendment #5-2019 (Dufferin St) 

FIRST READING Date: __ __February 10th, 2020____  

Moved by Councillor: Councillor O’Brien made the motion for the first reading of the Development 

Bylaw Amendment for PID 19125 

Seconded by Councillor: ____Councillor Curtis_______________All Were in Favour___  

Whereas an application was received to subdivide and change the zoning of PID 19125 located on 

Dufferin Street from  Single Unit Residential to Commercial to allow for a storage building to be created 

on the newly created lot 19-1; 

And whereas this application requires an amendment to the Zoning Map (Appendix A of the 

Development bylaw); 

Be it Resolved that the Development Bylaw Amendment #5-2019 be hereby read a first time.” 

  



Mayor Gordon called for a motion to approve the first reading of the Development Bylaw Amendment 

for PID 19125 

Development Bylaw Amendment #5-2019 (Dufferin St) 

APPROVAL OF FIRST READING 

 DATE:  February 10, 2020 

Moved by:   Councillor Williams made the motion to approve the first reading  

Seconded by:       Deputy Mayor Duggan All were in Favour 

“Whereas an application was received to subdivide and change the zoning of PID 19125 located on 

Dufferin Street from  Single Unit Residential to Commercial to allow for a storage building to be created 

on the newly created lot 19-1; 

And whereas this application also requires an amendment to the Zoning Map (Appendix A of the 

Development bylaw); 

And Whereas the Development Bylaw Amendment #5-2019 was read a first time at this meeting; 

Be it Resolved that the Development Bylaw Amendment #5-2019 be hereby approved. 

 

**Councillor Adams returned to the meeting.** 

**Councillor Curtis left the meeting for the next time** 

3. Variance amendment for 461 Church Street 

Prior to the meeting in January, the CAO spoke to the surveyor who did the surveying of 461 Church 
Street. At that time, he indicated that the square footage of the parcel was 16,737. However when the 
applicant received the survey, the square footage was actually 16,554.89 sq. ft.  

 

VARIANCE: (approved January 13th, 2020) 

WHEREAS an application was submitted to convert the existing office building into a two unit dwelling at 
461 Church Street (PID #31583); 
 
AND WHEREAS 461 Church Street (PID #31583) does not meet the minimum lot area requirement of 
20,000 sq. ft. for a two unit dwelling; 
 
AND WHEREAS the property owner is seeking a variance to reduce the required lot area for a two unit 
dwelling to approximately 16,737 sq. ft.; 
 



BE IT RESOLVED that the request for a variance to reduce the minimum lot area requirement of 20,000 
sq. ft. to approximately 16,737 sq. ft. in order to convert the existing office building into a two unit dwelling 
on the property located at 461 Church Street (PID #31583), be approved. 

 

Mayor Gordon called for a motion to accept the new variance for the property at 461 Church Street 

 

NEW VARIANCE  

WHEREAS an application was submitted to convert the existing office building into a two unit 
dwelling at 461 Church Street (PID #31583); 
 
AND WHEREAS 461 Church Street (PID #31583) does not meet the minimum lot area requirement 
of 20,000 sq. ft. for a two unit dwelling; 
 
AND WHEREAS the property owner is seeking a variance to reduce the required lot area for a two 
unit dwelling to approximately 16,554.89 sq. ft.; 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the request for a variance to reduce the minimum lot area requirement of 
20,000 sq. ft. to approximately 16,554.89 sq. ft. in order to convert the existing office building into 
a two unit dwelling on the property located at 461 Church Street (PID #31583), be approved. 

 

DATE:  February 10, 2020 

Moved by:   Councillor Murphy made the motion to accept the new variance  

Seconded by:       Deputy Mayor Duggan All were in Favour 

** Councillor Curtis returned to the meeting** 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW BUSINESS 

1. Emergency Management Standing Committee appointments: 

Mayor Gordon appointed 2 councillors to the Standing committee. He appointed Councillor 

O’Brien and Councillor Williams. He asked for a motion to approve the appointment. The motion 

was made by Councillor Curtis and seconded by Deputy Mayor Duggan. All were in favour. 

2. Flag Policy: 

With the direction of council, the CAO presented a flag policy for the town hall location. The 

policy states that the only flags that will fly at the Town Hall location are the Canada flag, the PEI 

provincial flag and the Town of Alberton Flag. Any other flag requests will be approved by 

council and they may fly them at the town Pond location. The town will erect a new flag pole at 

the pond location in the spring. 



Mayor Gordon asked for a motion to accept the new flag policy. The motion was made by 

Deputy Mayor Duggan and seconded by Councillor Adams. The policy was approved and 

adopted. 

 

DATE:  February 10, 2020 

Moved by:  Deputy Mayor Duggan  

Seconded by:       Councillor Adams All were in Favour 

Whereas the Town of Alberton has 3 flag poles at the Town Hall location; 

Whereas the Town flies the Canadian flag, the Provincial flag of Prince Edward Island and the Town of 

Alberton flag at this location; 

And whereas the Town gets requests to fly other organizational flags; 

Be it resolved that the Town of Alberton will entertain other requests upon approval of council to fly 

other flags at a flag pole located at the town pond location, and only fly the Canadian, the provincial flag 

of Prince Edward Island and the Town of Alberton flag at the town hall location. 

 

3. Budget public meeting: 

As part of the Municipal Affairs Act, a public meeting needs to be held as part of the budget 

preparations. The budget needs to be approved by March 31, 2020 and a public meeting should 

be held 2 weeks prior to this.  

We need to schedule a date to hold a public meeting. 

After a brief discussion, council decided to hold the public pre-budget meeting on March 12th at 

7:30 pm.  A special meeting will be held on March 26th to pass the budget prior to the deadline 

of March 31st. 

4. Gas Tax Municipal Strategic Component 

We need to decide if we are applying for a project under the Municipal Strategic Component 

Grant. 

We did apply last year for the UV light for the Lagoon, but there needed to be readings for 9-12 

month period. The flow meter was installed and the first reading should have been taken in 

January. 

Do we want to apply for the MSCG for the UV light?? Or there other projects we should 

consider?  



After discussion, the CAO will review the previous application for the UV light with the 

contractor and see what their thoughts are on when construction and installation could take 

place. She will also check with the province to see if the town can apply for 2 projects – the 

other being the sewer line extension on Dufferin. She will report back to council and a decision 

will be made at the March regular council meeting. 

 

5. Cameras at town hall 

The wiring for the camera system is currently located in one of the offices being rented in the 

town hall. The CAO would like to have an electrician come in and move the wiring from that 

office to her office in order for the outside cameras to be set up. 

Mayor Gordon explained that the wiring was all through the ceiling so an electrician would need 

to move them. Councillor Curtis asked if we could use wireless cameras. The CAO explained that 

cameras are already in place, but the wiring is in the office we rent to Western Region 

Development. 

Mayor Gordon called for a motion to allow the CAO to get quotes to move the electrical wiring. 

The motion was made by Councillor Williams and seconded by Councillor Curtis. The motion 

carried. 

 

6. Recreation/Events Coordinator position: 

The CAO and the finance committee chair Deputy Mayor Duggan met with Garth to discuss the 

desire of council to have a Recreation Director. He indicated that he would welcome the change 

as he doesn’t have the time to do both maintenance and rec. We have had many inquiries from 

residents when we would have someone for that position. As part of the budget, we will be 

allocating resources and updating the job descriptions and start the process of receiving 

applications. 

This person will be working with our sports facilities. The position would be approximately 37.5 

hours with possible evening work to run programs. Councillor Murphy asked why the position 

wouldn’t be for a recreation and rink manager. The mayor explained that the rink manager was 

busy enough so it needs to be a separate position. Council would like the position to start as 

soon as the funding was allocated in the budget and a job advertisement could be done. Council 

will meet in a closed session to discuss the salary at a later date. 

 

  



7. Business owners meeting: 

Council sent out letters inviting business owners in Alberton to attend a public meeting to 

discuss upcoming needs for budget preparations. The meeting was held February 4th. Items of 

note: 

 request for recreation director came up 

 Extended hours for the liquor store to be same as Tignish and O’Leary 

 The need for a health centre for doctors was brought up 

 A street light request for the corner of Reid and Main Streets 

 Questions on extending the sewer lines on Dufferin and Carrol 

 A suggestion that Alberton have a board similar to Tignish initiatives to begin owning assets  

 Concern from the Bargain Nook in regards to their building going up for sale and concerns the 

new owners may not want to rent them space. If they don’t, where else can the Nook go? As 

well they are in need of an outdoor drop off bin for clothing. Mayor Gordon spoke with the 

owner of the building beside the car wash and they may have space available. The Nook 

committee were notified to contact Kendall. 

 A note that the sidewalks should be more accessible coming onto the streets to allow for 

wheelchairs and scooters to access them easier. Mayor Gordon suggested that if we are doing 

any sidewalk work this year to bring it up with the contractor. 

Committee Reports 

Sidewalks/Streetlights – Councillor Murphy 

 Light poles and street lights are now up in the Emma Drive Subdivision 

 Light pole was replaced on Dufferin 

 Spring work for sidewalks that need fixing 

 Would like to see Dufferin sidewalks extended and one on Carrol to make the loop for 

walkers. 

 RAC building has cracked sidewalks that need to be addressed in the spring as well as by 

the Community Centre on Main. 

 The CAO contacted Maritime Electric about a brighter light for the corner of Main and 

Reid street as it was brought up at the Business Owners meeting 

 

  



Planning board/Property  

With the new building codes coming into effect at the Province there is some confusion 

as to what requirements are in regards to Engineer stamped drawings.  

The CAO followed up on what the requirements will be under the new building codes 

that the Province are bringing in. We have to be very careful with the guidelines as the 

Engineers Act and the Architects Act have different requirements. 

 

 

 

 



Recreation (Councillor Williams) 

The librarian has placed a request for a summer student for approximately 6 hours a week to 

help out with reading events and other activities. 

The first Dance Party class was held February 4th and there was a very good turnout -17 people. 

Hopefully the next classes will be as well attended. There are more grant applications opening 

up which the CAO will apply for on behalf of the town. 

We were successful in getting approved for a grant of $2700 to hold a series of ‘Come try this 

sport’ events which will be starting in the near future. This is aimed at retaining women and girls 

in sports.  

The Neighbour 2 Neighbour event was well attended and we had a Town of Alberton booth. 

Many positive comments on our display, Diane did most of the work and as always did a great 

job. We had door prizes for 5 tote bags with the Alberton Logo, 5 hats with the town logo and a 

town of Alberton t-shirt. David drew the names this morning and the winners have been 

contacted. 

Councillor Williams thanked the CAO and Diane for all their work. 

Police Report 

Councillor Adams read out the police report as there were no representatives from the RCMP 

detachment at the meeting. 

 





 

 



Fire Report (Councillor Adams) 

 



 

 

Mayor Gordon read out the new officers list for the Fire Department.  He asked for a motion to approve 

the member’s names that were submitted. Deputy Mayor Duggan made the motion to approve the 

newly elected officer and it was seconded by Councillor O’Brien. The motion was carried. 

 

  



Finance Report 

Deputy Mayor Duggan made a motion to approve the expenditures in the amount of $135,286.11. The 

motion was seconded by Councillor Adams. 

Economic 

Councillor Curtis reported about the business owners meeting held February 4th. He added as a follow 

up, him and Mayor Gordon would drop around to some of the businesses not represented at the 

meeting and touch base as to their thoughts for the 2020-2021 budgets. 

Environment 

Sewer bills went out last month and we have been busy processing payments.  We have been getting 

more etransfers in this year than previous years. Donna attached a note to the sewer bills with the 

address and password to use for etransfers and it seems to be working well. 

CAO Report 

CAO REPORT 

JANUARY 14-FEBRUARY 10 

 

January continued to be a busy month.  Sewer bills have gone out and we have had many people coming 

in to pay their bills. 

I attended an information session in O’Leary about Emergency Measure Organization and what it means 

in a municipality. We do have an EMO plan but it certainly needs to be updated. Council will be 

appointing 2-3 members to begin the process. Other bylaws that need to be adopted are Records 

Retention and Disposal Schedule Bylaw and the Access to Information and Protection of Personal 

Information Bylaw are to be passed in February-March. So I will be working on drafting these and 

submitting to council for their review. 

I also attended a Financial Management meeting hosted by Municipal Affairs in Charlottetown on the 

28th of January. Lots of useful information on budget planning. And speaking of the budget we are hard 

at work on gathering information to develop our 2020-2021 budgets. We sent out letters to business 

owners within Alberton inviting them to a meeting to allow them to have input. There were about 10 

people who turned out and we had some great feedback on what they think the town should focus on in 

the upcoming years. A recreation director was high on the wish list and it is certainly on the council’s 

radar as Garth has done a commendable job but trying to do maintenance full time with recreation is 

certainly a challenge. There will a public meeting coming up for the public to have input on what their 

wants/needs are as well so stay tuned for a date on that. 



Now that I’ve gotten my feet wet on the job, I will be working on updating policies for staffing and other 

areas. Diane has been busy getting things ready for our town booth at the Neighbour 2 Neighbour event 

being held February 8th. I think we have done a great job on showcasing Alberton. A few upcoming 

events will be hosted at town hall – a Home Alone course on February 15th, and a St John Ambulance 

babysitting course on March 7th. 

We had our first Dance Party class that we received grant funding for physical literacy. The class drew 

about 17 ladies the first night, and hopefully word will spread about how much fun it was and the next 

classes will be even bigger.  We also received funding to host a few “come try” events to allow women 

to try on sports that they may not have tried in the past. These events will be starting up in the very near 

future. More funding opportunities are opening up and we will be applying for any that may benefit the 

town and its residents. 

 

That concluded Committee reports 

Mayor Gordon called for a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was made by Councillor Williams 

and seconded by Councillor O’Brien. All were in favour. 

 


